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Melvill were often heard in the College pulpit; every
possible encouragement was given to the formation
of good habits, and the interest taken, by some of
the professors at least, in the moral life of the stu-
dents was real and sincere. The organization of
Haileybury life was on the plan of English college
life as it existed at Oxford and Cambridge. The
students wore caps and gowns to lecture and on
public occasions. They breakfasted in their own
rooms, but dined together in the College Hall in the
evening. The professors dined with them at the
high table on a raised dais, and afterward retired
to take their wine in the Common Room. Although
the great gate was closed at an earlier hour than in
the Universities, and an attempt was made to see
that the students were alone and in bed by midnight,
these seem to have been the only points in which, in
its latter days, Haileybury was more strict than an
Oxford or Cambridge college. The way in which
the various staircases communicating with the men's
rooms opened on the great Quadrangle made occa-
sional midnight frolics inevitable, and some of these
frolics, as has already been noted, were elevated by
injudicious treatment into the dignity of riots.
As usual, with so many young men quartered
together, one of the great amusements was the play-
ing of practical jokes upon the professors and upon
each other. Some of these are described in Sir M.
Monier-Williams's reminiscences and in The Hailey-
Observer, but one that has not yet appeared in